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Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Why is there an
kertase of £350 in this vote ?
The PREMIER -,The purpose of the increase
to provide books for the travelling- library.

7e were told that the country districts needed
oks, and that if the money was provided

Iditional cases of books would be sent to
matry centres. Books are, in fact, sent to
any country centres, where they are greatly
preciated.
Hon. W. Q. Angwin:- That has always been

>ue.
The PREMIER: But not on a. very large
ale, as at present.
Mr. ANGELO: On visiting the Zoological
srens a little time ago, I was very disappointed
' observe that the fences and buildings were in
poor state of repair and badly in need of paint-
&. The gardens do really good educational
Drk, and are a very nice pleasure resort for the
ople. Some little additional amount aouald
i allowed for purposes of renovating and paint-
g. This would really be an economy, because
the buildings and fences are allowed to remain
the same state as at present, the cost of

novation and painting later on will be con-
lerably greater. Mr. LeSoeuf is giving valuable
Atures, and doing all he can to make the gardens
success. The Government should encourage

e director in the work he is doing and make
erth and its surroundings as attractive as
issible. By this means people will be en-
eraged to remain within the State and not
go East.

The PREMIER: I am willing to give the
rector every encouragement possible hut I
a not willing to give him any wgore money. The
erdens are not in a condition I would like to see,
Ld the baths are not in a satisfactory condition
ther. If a considerable sum had been spent
the baths in years gone by. the health of the

ople would have been greatly improved, Addi-
mna! accommodation is required thene, and if
0,000 had been spent in erecting suitable baths
are ago, we would not be asking the House for
:,975 or anything like it at the present juncture.

rin the past. ten years upwards of £15,000
-aen spent in connection with these gardens
r upkeep and so on. It is necessary that better
cilities should be provided for the women and
ldren, adequate tea rooms and increased accom-
Ddsation at the baths. People suffering from
cumatisms have. come anay cured for a, time
a result of a course of baths. There is no

ed for people to go to New Zealand in order to
lee the mmncml baths there, and people from
uth Australia have been living in South Perth
its recently in order to take the baths at the
rdens.
3Mr- Angelo : Too few people know about them.
The PREMIER:- That is so. As it is, I
ink the rote is sufficient.
Mr. TEESDALE : I oppose any increase in

vote- It is quite adequate at present. If
-se baths are so beneficial, let these people
'ax South Australia, pay 2s. (3d. instead of Is.
Vote put and passed.

Department of Lands anad Repatriation (Hon.
-James Mitchell, Minister) :

Vote-Ifinister for Lands and Repatriation,
33,442
[S0]

Mr. PICKERING: There is an area in the
Sussex electorate to which I have drawn the
attention of the Minister for lands on previous
occasions. This area is suitable for closer settle-
ment. I have, asked that a report should be
made upon it but so far as I know nothing has
been done. To render the land suitable for
settlement, it would be necessary to go into the
question of drainage. Some expenditure would
be entailed in snagging the Vaes River and in
other directions to open up the country. The
area is situated behind the Busselton Coin-
monage and is within a few miles of the township.
It could be easily cleared.

The PREMIER: I do not remember the hon.
member drawing my attention to this area, but
we have officers out now looking for suitable land
for settlement. We are looking into the question
of land settlement in the South-West, from
Fremantle southwards, and this area, will come
within the scope of that investigation. I wiUl
instruct the district surveyor to look into this
matter. If there is land there we want it at
once.

Progress reported.
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2,

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
Supply Bill No. 3, £1,047,000.
Northam Municipal Ice Works.

Without amendment.

RESOLUTION-STATE FOREST
DEDICATION, REVOCATION.

Message received notifying that the Council
had concurred in the Assembly's resolution.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.

legislative Council,
Taesday, 25th October, 1921.
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WYNDREAM MEAT WORKS.

Select Comimittee's Resolution.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) (4.33]: As
chairman of the select committee appointed
by this House to inquire into the adminis-
tration and working of the Wyndhami Meat
Works, and the State Steamship Service.
I have been directed by the select
committee to report to the House the follow-
ing resolution, passed at a meeting held to-
day, when four members were present:-

That, in view of the statement given in
evidence by Mr. McGhje, the manager of
the Wyndham Meat Works, that owing to
the appointment of this committee there is
hesitancy on the part of the department in
carrying on negotiations for operating the
works during the coining season, the corn-
mnittee decline to accept ainy responsibility
in this connection.

QUESTION-MITNERS' PHTHEISIS.
Ron, J. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Education: 1, Has any request been received
by the Government to appoint a committee
to inquire iuto and report upon miners'
phithisis? 2, If so, from whom was the rc-
quest received? .3, What was the tent of the
request, and do the Government intend to
give effect to it? - -

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:- 1, No. 2 and 3, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-ESPLANADE, FAIR
GIROUNDS, VESTING.

Hon. F. A. B3AGLIN asked the Minister
for Education: 'Will he lay on the Table the
files relating to the vesting in a board of the
Fair Grounds on the Perth Esplanade and
the files relating to the subsequent dealing
by the- board with those reserves.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The files are in constant use, but may
be seen at the office of the Secretary, Pre-
mier's Department. If after seeing them the
bon. member dt~sires their production he can
move in that direction.

BILL-WHEAT MARKETING.

Recommittal.
On motion by the Minster for Education,

Bill recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clauses '5, 6, and 13. Hon. .7.
Ewing in the Chair; the Minister for Educa-
tion in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5-Powers of Mlinister:

The ITNISTER FOR EDUCATION: I ex-
plained on the second reading that arrange-
rieats had been made with the Common-
wealth Bank for 'financing this scheme, and
that an agreement is being prepared between
the Government and the Commonwealth Bank
in this connection. During the drafting ot
that agreement, it was suggested that in

order to put the matter beyond all doubt, it
would be advisable to miake provision in this
clause that the money advanced should be a,
charge against the wheat. Accordingly 1
move an amendment-

That the following be added to para-
graph (b) of Anbelause 1:-"and may
charge the wheat acquired under this Act
and the proceeds with the repayment of ad-

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Minister has
said the amount to be guaranteed will be 3s.
per bushel. That limit should be stated in
the Bill.

Hon. A. SANDEBSON: It lbag been said
that this isp a matter exclusively for the
growers of the wheat and the Westralian Far-
mers Ltd. But, however, we may look at it,
the financial responsibility is thrown on the
State.

Hon. J. A. Greig: With the wheat ais
security.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Certainly, or at
least we hope the wheat will be there. The
essence of the contract is the wheat. But
what is the use of saying that we have noth-
ing to do with it0 I agree with the proposal
to limit the guarantee to 3s., and I suggest
that we ought to have a copy of the agree-
m;eat between the Government and the Com-
monwealth flank. Seeing that we are pledg-
ing the credit of the country, we are entitled
to the fullest information. I want to know
the terms of the agreement.

The Minister for Education: It is now
being prepared.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Well, we should
have it here before we sanction it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Commonwealth
Bank, I understand, will advance up to 3s.
per bushel, but only on the wheat that comes
into the pool. Surely, then, there is no great
risk attached to that guarantee, since the
wheat in the pool will he the security.

Hen. G. W. "MILES:- I am not opposed to
the amendment, but I want to see in the Bill.
a limit to the advances to be made. Would
I be in order in moving an amendment at this
stage?

The CHAIRMAN: Only if the Minister
agrees to withdraw his amendment-

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
am willing to withdraw.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I more an amend-
mecat'-

That af ter "advances' in line 3 of para-
graph (b) "not exceeding 3s. per bushel"
be inserted.
Amendment put and passed.
The MN1ISTE-R 'FOR EDr'CATTON: I

move an amendment-
That the following be added to pama-

graph (b) of Sobelause l:-"n'nd may
charge the n-heat acquiredl under this Act
and the proceeds with the -repayment of
advances.'
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Amendment put and passed.

Hon. 41. CORNELL: I move an amend-_
ment-

That the following proviso be added-
''Provided that notwithstanding the pro-
visions of this section in -cases where the
'Minister has oee7sion to engage or employ
outside agents or persons for carrying out
any of the duties hereby imposed upon himl
he shall only appoint sneh' agents or per-
sons by public tender."

It is difficult to draft an amendment of this
nature. My object is to have a. radical change
made in the way wheat is handled at Fre-
mantle. Between the 1st January and the
30th September last 113,962 tons of wheat
were shipped away from Fremantle. Of this
the firm of Laurie handled 96,319 tons, the
Fremantle stevedoring company got 11,248
tons, and the firm of Nichols only 5,395 tons.
I understand it costs more to handle tfie
wheat at Fremantle than it costs to put it
there, and I am told that the rates at Fre-
mantle arc the highest of any of the wheat
producing States. It is peculiar that one steve-
doring firm in Fremantlo should handle prac-
tically the whole quantity. Mr. Nichols, of
the firm of Nichols, is a returned soldier and
employs returned soldiers. On their behalf
we approached the wheat schenme in order to
have a better arrangement made, but were
met with a fiat refusal by the manager 0f

the board. Later, a deputation waited on the
Minister for Agriculture, who. said he would
'not be a party to altering the position.

Hen. J1. J. Holmes: You have given a
monopoly on the one hand; why not on the
other!

Hon. 3. CORNELL- I understand there is
a section of Jumpers at Fremantle who follow
the firnm of Laurie, and get more opportuni-
ties of employment thani the otter lnmpers.
If the handling of the wheat was distributed
equally, there would be greater. opportunities
of employment for all.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCAiTION:- 1
do not think the amendment will effect the
alterations desired by the hon. member. The
stevedores re not enagaged or employed by
the Minister, but by the ship.

Hon. BR. J1. Lynn: They are paid by the
ship, but engaged by the wheat scheme.

The MNINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They are nominated by the wheat scheme.
There are objections to the amendment. The
question of engaging agents in the Old Coun-
try, for instance2 could hardly be settled by
tender. I sin in accord with the hion. mem-
ber that the present arrangements are un 1-
satisfactory, and am authorised by the wheat
scheme authorities to say they will call for
tenders. This amendment would have a
damaging effect in ninny directions.

Hon. J. A. OBEIG: If possible I should
like to see tenders called for this work. I am
in favour of that system. If tenders are
called I tie not know whether one firm would
have an opportunity of quoting below another

firm, It may be that there are certain men
who get most of the work. I should like to
know more about this.

Hon. A. H. PAXTON: The most important
question is that of the enmploymuent of the
Jumpers. The men have to assemble at a
given point, which is called Poverty Point,
nd are picked up, irrespective of which firm
is handling a commodity, or what the corn-
modlity is that has to be handled. Each st-eve-
dora has his own men for his own particular
class of work. It is not every man who can
handle wheat, and those who get this work
are generally the best of the men. If it costs
more to handle wheat in Fremantle this must
be due to excessive profits made by the steve-
doring companies. The men get the same
wages throughout the Commonwealth, and
Western Australia holds the record for the
loading of wheat.

Hon. P'. A. BAGLIN: The work would be
done better at Fremantle if the lumper.
handled it without the intervention of the
stevedores. The Jumpers should get the op-
portunity of showing that they are capable
of doing the work. 'With that object in view
I support the amendment.

Hon. J1. 41. HOLMES: If the amendment
dealt only with the handling of wheat at
Fremantle I would be inclined to support it.
To carry it as it stands would greatly hamper
the operations of the scheme. We have the
assurance of the Minister that tenders will
be called. If the Frem antic lumpers put in
a tender, and show that they can successfully
carry on the work, it will be the beginning
of the end of the trouble at Fremantle. W
should eliminate the day labour system and
get hack to piecework.

lRon.3, E. DODD: I support the amendment
withi a certain amount of misgiving..- The
principle of asking manual labourers to offer
their services by public tender is one of the
worst systems ever brought into use. we
fought over it 30 years ago in South Aums-
tralia. If Mr. Cornell would delete the words
"by public tender" I would support the
amendment with more readiness. 'When we
set one section of workmen looking for em-
ployment and competing with others, we set
a very bad example indeed.

Hon. B. J, LYNN: I realise from what the
Minister said that it would be difficult to
carry the amend meat into effect, in view of
its far-reaching character. I accept the
Mfinister's assurance that the work will be
dlone by tender in Fram antic, for I consider
that is only right. The position at Fremantle
is that up to this year, there were two firms
operating at that port-Capt. Laurie, and the
Freman tle Stevedoring Company. I believe
thc latter company is now merged into the
Port Adelaide Stevedoring Company, so that
the 'Fort Adelaide Stovedoring Company
practically controls the position. However,
these two companies meet and make what is
known as the current rate for the Port of
Fremantle. These two firns carry out that
agreement a~nd under the charter party, a
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ship) coining in to load, must accept thle
nonniuce of tine charterer to do the stevedor-
lug work, 'Ii my own case, I put in a price
to a big firmn in Fremantle, and my price
was lower than that of another firm, I was
told, however, that the people could not ac-
cept iny tender because they were not satis-
fledt that t had tile qualifications and, in any
cease, tine charter party gave them the right
to nominate their own man at current rates.
That rate is not tine current rate in the or-
dinary seuse of tine word, but has merely been
established by these two firms putting their
Ineads together and saying what shall be the
rate for Frenmantle. That rate is subse-
quently known as the current rate. At the
beginning of this year, another finm was es-
tablished at -Fremnantle. It is a well-qualified
firmi and the hlead of it is a younng man who
returned from the war with the best of cre-
deintials. He is a manl who is maimied and
unable to follow his calling at sea. He be-
came associated with the company; he broke
away later and started for himself. This
other firm claims the opportunity to do
this work. The firm is doing a consider-
able aniount of work at Fremnantle bat it is
precluded front doing any work for the
Whneat Board because Mr. Keys, the manager
of the Wheat Board, says that Capt. Laurie
isi his steve "dore and he gives the work to m
at the current rate for thle port. Some ieni-
hers Inave stated that the rate is very high
for this class; of work. Personally, I have
never stevedored a ship and I cannot say
whether it is high or low, but I have my own
opinion.

Memnber: What is your opinion?
Hon. iR. 3. LYNN: It is that the rate is

a very lucrative one indeed and that the rate
charged should leave a very handsome profit
to the firin This year we will have a harvest
of 250,000 tons, end for one firm to hold the
monopoly f or thle handling of that wheat will
mean a very lnandsomne return indeed. In
Frenmantle we have stevedores, then foremen,
annd then pannaikin bosses. There is no more
conservative tun onl the face of the earth
than tine pannikin boss on the Fremantle
wharf. Tine innikin boss has his owvn par-
ticular eircle and the foreman Inns his own
circle as well. A great deal of the work (lone
at Fremnantle should he distributed. If it
were, it would not perhaps be sufficient to
find wiork for all tine mna at that port but,
at any rate1 the distribution of work would
he nnnorc satisfactory than it has been in the
pnst. I f thne work could be done as well at
ecrrent rates; by one firm as another, the
Governmnt should distribute that work, or
else n-all tenders, instead of allowing one
firmn to hnav-e a monopoly nt the current rate.
The current rate is nothing but merely anl
agreement between two firms to work at a
certain rate. I had intended to deal with the
ramifications of the stevedoring business at
Frenantle to show what it has meant to the
port and to the employers and employees as
well. Hfaving the assurance of thne Minister,

however, that tenders will be called for this
work-I cannot object to that-or at least
that thev work will be distributed, I need not
go further. Thle Minister raised a fine point
in connection with the chartering. Members
shoul liuderstand that the ship pays for thle
stev-edoring but that the ship has to accept
the niominnee of the charterer. It should also
be reniembered that the harbour and light
rates, the Commnonwealth rates and port
charges, to sonic extent, regulate freights.
If these are excessive, then high rates gen-
erally will prevail. If the port is made at-
tractive with reasonable rates, tine freights
will conic down and shipls wvill he attracted
to the inort. Thne charter party, as I have
indicated, contains a clause to tbe effect that
the stevedore shall be nominated by the char-
terer at the current rates of the port. Ap-
plying that to a wheat ship, when the vessel
comes to Fremantle, the ship pays for the
skevedoring work done, but the manager of
the Wheat Scheme nominates the stevedores.
There is no getting beyond that point. I
want the 'Minister to realise that when Mr.
-Kevs nominates the stevedore, the ship has
to paty for the work done, but it has to ac-
cept the stevedore so nominated to do it.
It has' been raised as a fine point that obj ec-
tion canl be taken tinder the charter to the
stevedore, but I know of no instance where
such ain objection has been raised to the
stevedore. 'My own firmn had never handled
a big timber Ship, but when one -did come to
our agency, I nominated nmyself as stevedore
and carried out tile work successfully. It
is all a question of getting good forenmen to
supervise the work. There is a good deal
of talk about hlow clever a stevedore must
be to load a ship, to load it in accordance
withn a captain's instructions, and so on. It
Inns been stated that the stevedore has to
see that the ship is loaded as the capt nit'
may require, down by thle head or by the
stern or on a level keel. I have known ships
down by the- stern, andtile captain has come
along anti said, "'I want thle boat six inches
downI hb- the stemim. '' This is not so hard a
thinng to regulate as one would limagine, ndi
if one( wvants to alter the loading, all one has
to tde is to stick a knife into thle bags or jag
thent with the hooks so that the u-heat runs
down front the bags, and soon the ship is
loaded as required. Perhaps that is one o
the secirets of the trade.

HOn. A. If. Panton: And they l)Ilatit thne
imninpers for it at thle other end.

lon. R. .1. LYNN: We will have a heavy
harvest next year and the position is one that
the iheat board might wvell consider to see
whether a reasonable opportunity to cater
for it can hie given to all people engaged
in this class uif work, so that no particular
firm shall have a mrtoopoly in commection
'with stevedoring at Frennantle.

Hon. A. BANDERSON: I feel indebted
to Mr. Cornell for bringing forward this
amnedment because it has thrown a consiider-
able light on the question we are dealing
with. Having been defeated in the open on

140-0



(25 OCTBER, 1921.] 10

the question of the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
and the wheat pool, I am not going to try
to stab in the dark. From the speeches of
Mr. Lynn and other members, and of the
Leader of the House as well, it is obvious
that we hav6 power to make or break this
party's trading at Fremantle. Instead of
holding the scales evenly and being indepen-
dent, whether we like it or not, we are
dragged into the loading of wheat at Fre-
mantle. I am certain that the statements-
I n-ill not say ''revelations,'' because they
must he common knowledge to those at Fre-
mantle engaged, in this business-of Mr.
Lynn and Mr. Panton, both speaking with
special knowledge, come as news to ordinary
nmembers, but unless the Leader of the House
accepts that amendment, I shall not vote for
it, as it may affect the management of the
Wheat Scheme this year. I hope, however,
that this information will be borne in mind
by the House, and by the outside public- in
future, because this is one of the things I
-felt certain must happen, namely, that we
would have power to put cash into the
pockets of one section of the community.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No one has a better
right to have it than the -man who is doing
the work.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is a power-
ful argument, but I am not discussing that
aspect. We are asked, however, to hold the
scales of justice evenly, and if we bring
this sort of scramble into the House, -we may
by a vote pit so much cash or, as Mr. Lynn
put it, a very handsome profit, into the pock-
ets of one firm.

lion. A. H. Panton: Why should not the
State do it and get the handsome profit?

Hon. A. SANDERS ON: I do not want to
discuss that matter just now. Next year
may be the proper time to bring that up.
The Leader of the House said he would not
accept the amendment, but would see that
something of the kind was done. Having
been defeated on the second reading, it would
not be seemly for me to. attempt to defeat
the Bill in Committee. If the Minister gives
the assurance that the amendmpent will be
inimical to the working of the scheme, I shall
support him,

The MINISTER FO~R EDUCATION: 1
catt only repeat that, as this amendment ap-
plies to persons engaged or employed by the
Minister it could have no application to the
stevedores at Fremantle but it would apply
to a number of other persons in regard to
whose employment it would be practically
impossible to call for tenders, such as selling
agents in London, I entirely agree with the
remarks of Mr. Cornell. I have-had occasion
to inquire closely into this matter, and it is
highly desirable that tenders should be called
for the stevedoring. I discussed the matter
with the manager to-day and he has under-
taken to do this. T ean say nothing further.

Hon. I1. CORNELL: The discussion baa re-
vealed facts which overtures for months have
failed to bring out. Such a provision may
impose hardship on the board. The Minister

said it Would have no application to steve-
doring, but the actual position is as stated
by Mr. Lynn: Mr. Keys said, " I am the
man who can nominate the stevedores."' In
order that hardships may not be imposed on
the wheat board and in view of the Min-
ister's assurance that the matter will be recti-
fied, I ask leave to withdraw the amendment.
If the men who do the work formed them-
selves into a co-operative society as the re-
turned soldier stevedores in Melbourne have
done, they would be entitled to whatever pro-
fit there was from the work.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Clause, as previously amnended, agreed to.
Clause 6-Prohibition of sales, etc. ex-

cept to Minister:
Hon. T. MOORE: In order to make Sub-

clause 4 clearer, I move an atint-adment-
That the words "The Minister may, as

prescribed, exempt either generally or in
any particular case, from the operation of
this section"l be struck out with a view -to
inserting "The following sales and pur-
chases shall be exempt from the operation
of this section."

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:-
The clause as previously amended gives
Ample exemption for all legitimate dealings
of this class, but we cannot close our eyes
to the fact that these exemptions might be
open to abase. Therefore it is necessary that
the Minister should have power to revoke any
exemption in ease of abuse. If we make it a
specific exemption under the Act, there will
be no power to cheek abuses which might
arise. It is vital to the measure that op-
portunity should not be given to go behind
the provisions of this clause.

Ron. T. Moore: The Minister may revoke
even under my amendment.

The MINISTER rOr EDUCATION:
No, the Minister could not revoke.

Han. A. $ANDERSON: We should state
in ordinary language what we desire, and
then hand our work over to the legal adviser
of the Government to put our words into pro-
per form. T ama surprised at the objection
raised by the Lender of the House on the
ground that there may be abuses. My answer
is, if there are abuses why are not the
penalties put into operation? lit we provide
that the Minister may at any time by notifi-
cation in the ''Gazette'' revoke any exemp-
tion, after having previously stated that the
Minister shall make certain exemptions, we
shall lay ourselves open to just ridicule by
the courts.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is a contradiction ot
terms.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It may be so or
it ,nay be that, by some legal subtlety, our
decision will be destroyed. It is important
to make our intentions clear. 'We made the
exemptions mandatory instead of permissive
only by a 'very narrow majority.

Thbe Minister for Education:- A majority
of one.
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lion A. i$ANDERSON:\ This is a question
of political strategy and we have a pretty
clear statement fromt the 'Minister as to whtt
would be done. I am not desirous of having
a snatcht vote, but it should be establishv-i
beyond contradiction that inside tile Sto~v
there should be practically free trade in
wheat. I have no objection to a clear vote
being taken onl this point, if it is possible to
take it. It is difficult to convey in moderate
language the intense irritation, suspicion .4nd
fear that consumers entertain regarding this
clause of the Bill. I ro not blame the far-
liter; he is not desirous of penalising the pig,
poultry and dairy farmers. Whether we ae-
cept thie amnendmient or not, members should
consider the effect of Subelnuse 5.

The CHAIRMAN: The bion. member must
discuss the ameindmtent.

lou. A. SANDERSON:, I slmiot see tiat
the aumendnment is of great importance, but it
the hon. menmber wvishes to miale assuraince
doubly sure, I have no objection to it.

Hon. J. A. OBEFIG: A careful perusal of
the clause will lead lion. memuhors to htold,' as
it has led mec to heold, that ''shall'' should
niot be substituted for ''may.'' All poultry
and pig raisers should be assured of the right
to purchase wheat under this clause,0 be as-
sured that tile 'Minister shall agree to their
doing so, and the Minister should not be per-
nitted to cancel that right unless the [holder
of it has done something shady. The clause
as it stands is, I think, perfectly right.
The Mfinister should not he bound hand and
foot. f note Mr. Sanderson 'a references to
the penalty; but convictions might be very
difficult to obtain, and inca might be able to
purchase wheat without the Minister 's dis-
covering thle fact. Last year I saw truck-
loads of wheat sold labelled ''oats.'' No-
body lost anything by it, while tile wheat
grower and the poultry farmer gained.

Hon,. J. Cornell: I believe some farmiers
sold barley for wheat.

fltoi. J,. A. OXEIG: Not in this State, 1
understand. Last year the 'Minister had dis-
cretion, but dlid tiot exercise it, with the re-
sult that poultry farmers were euinpelleil to
buy dirty wheat.

Hon. T. MO0ORE: I wish to disabuse the
winds of hoil. mnembers as to there being any
desire on il part to obtain a catch vote. I
drafted this anicadinent on the last occasion
when the measure was discussed here. T'nder
the law as it stands, farmners find difficulty in
disposing of a few bags they may hap pent to
have of second or third grade wheat; they
iust first write fur and obtain Mfinisterial
authority. My desire in moving the ainend-
meut is to obviate that circumlocution. The
Minister should have the right to revoke the
au1thority inl thle ease of anyone who he has
reason to believe is actually trading under
these exemptions.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOMI: Ifa
nian is fit to be a MKinister of the Crown, he
is fli to lie granted a certain mneasure of dis-

ction. Under the Bill the Government pro-
ipose to do exactly what we want them to do:
the Bill says ''may,'' and not -shaR,' and
thus gives the Minister 'ti~iretionar- power.
13Gth the last speakers, it appeared to me, in-
dieatedl that they considlered the Minlister
should have somne discretiotiaty power. The
only object i retaining the word "~ mtay I'I is
tin~t the 'Minister rtmay be erupowerd to step
iit and prevent anything being dune that is
not in accordance with correct pritteiples of
lia siess.

The CHAIR'MAN: The word ''may'' has
becen struck out, and by a further amtendmeat
the word ''shall''I has been inserted in lieu.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: In
that ease I do not wish to add anything to
my remarks.

lion. J. NICHOLSON: The carrying of
Mr. Moore's amendment would bring the sub-
(Jause into reasonable phraseology. As it
non' stands, it presents difficulty in construc-
tion. Had the wordl ''may'' been retainied,
the language of the suhelause in its present
form would have been quite proper. But
4'shall'' having been substituted for ''may,''
th~e otnly reasonable words in which to frame
the subelanse are words somewhat similar to
those which Mr. Xoore proposes. In view of
the fact that the imperative ''shall'' is now
used in Suhelause 4, it will perhaps be neces-
sary to strike out Subelause 5. Certainly, if
the amendment now uinder discussion is
carried, Subelause 5 becomes quite unneces-
sar~y. Possibly some further amendment
could be devised to safeguard the objects the
inister has in view. There should be some

re~gulating hland. At present I support the
amendment.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: 'Mr. Moore's amend-
mtent, if carried, should undoubtedly lie fol-
lowed by the deletion of Subelsuse 5; other-
wise we shall he empowering the Mittister to
upset a section of an Art of Parliament. I
mull not, however,, in entire agreement witht
)Jr. Moore. Although the phraseology of the
suibrlause as.it now stauds may not be quite
all that could be desired, yet, onl the other
landI it appears to express the opinion of the

(riani~ber, namnely, that the 'Minlister shall c-on-
fer an exemtpt ion when lie is satisfied that anl
application for exemption is made bonn fide.
In my opinion, there is not mnuch to cavil at
isi the subelause as it stands. The carrying
01' Mr. 'Moore's amnendmient mnay openi the
(,oor to a great deal of subterfuge, with the
result of much illicit trading itt wheat. We
h~ave a happy little illustration iii this con-
neetion from Mr. Greig, drawn from whiat he
si:w last year.

Hon. J, X,. HOLMES: I think thle Corn-
itittee would do well to leave thisi suhelaust'
a';. it stands, and delete Suiltelanise 5. The
subelause under consideration, if allowed to
stand, will put the Minister in a positiolL to
krnow what is going on itt the whteat business.
if Mr. M1oore's amendmnt is carried, the
Minister will have no information of what is
going on in the matter of wheat dealing in
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the country districts. In facet, the carrying
E-f the amendment would remove all Minis-
irial control.
Hon. Jl. DUFFELL: I am very much in

iiccord 'with 'Mr. Holmes's remarks. The dis-
auission of the previous amendment to Sub-
lause 4 occupied a considerable time, and
tiverything that could possibly *be brought out
in that connection was brought out; and
r think the best conrse is to let Subelanse 4
iiand, and to delete Subelause 5. At the
time when we previously amended Subelause 4,
1I called the Minister's attention to Sub-
--dause 5, as I was not satisfiedI that the
iniended Subelause 4 would harmonise with
if, In fact, I intimated my view that Sub-
flause 5 would be amended consequentially on
Jhe amendment of Subelause 4. If Subelanse

5 s10w struck out, poultry and pig farmers
xill obtain all their reqirements, and in the
tiear future we shall see considerable reduc-
ions in the price of bacon and so forth. In
he circumstances, I shall support Subelause 4
is it stands, and shall vote for the deletion
if Suhclause 6.

Hon. 3. A. GREIG: If I undestood Mr.
ifoore rightly, lie said that a person wishing
:o buy wheat should he able to do so with-
)ut notifying the board. Clause 11 sets out
:hat under certain conditions the Commis-
3ionor for Railways will not carry wheat. A
Doultry farmer will get an authorisation from
:he Minister that he may buy so many bags
if wheat, but the Minister will have jaontrol
if it. The hon. member might agree to with.
Iraw his amendment, so that we may insert
;he words "subject to revocation at any
;ime by the Minister, the following sales
and purchases shall be exempt.'' If the
wvords the bon. mnember proposes to strike
nit, are deleted, I will move in the direction
of inserting the words I have quoted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
tave onmended Clause 11 in such a way that
t has no bearing at all upon this particular
.lass of wheat which is exempted from the
operations of Clause 6. The right of the
Jommiasioner to refuse to carry wheat in
*xeess of five bags applies entirely to n-heat
iubject to Clause 6, and therefore, when
cat is exempted from the operation of

Jlause 6, the Commissioner's right to refuse
o carry no longer applies.

Hon. V. MOORE: I am only trying to
nalco the clause clear. In order to permit
if the ameadment suggested by Mr. Craig
weing moved, I will withdraw my amend-
neat.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment before
be Committee is merely to strike out cer-
amn words. If those words are deleted, any
ion. member may move to substitute others.

Amendment put and- negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Rion. A. SANfDERSON: On the clause as
mended-

The CHIAIRMAN:- The clause has already
ieen passed by the Committee.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I rose as quickly
as age and infirmity would allow-

The CHAIRMIAN: I cannot allow any fur-
ther' discussion on the clause. If I put it
too quickly I am sorry, The hon. member
will have an opportunity of recommitting the
Bill.

Clause 18.-Price of wheat for local con-
sumption:

Hon. A. 3. H. SAW: I move an amend-
mlent-

That in line 6 after the word "wheat''
there be inserted "provided that such
price shall ntt exceed 7s. a bushel."

These tords were struck out by a somewhat
oblique vote. The Committee, voted on an
amendment to strike out these words, and
it was understood that others would be in-
serted. The words were struck out without
my quite realising that in striking them out
the limit of 7s. wonld also be deleted. If
the Bill were merely a Bill to give London
parity to the farmer I would not offer any
opposition, but there are other things. The
Government are guaranteeing a minimum
price to the farmers, not only on local sales,
but on sales overseas, and what is sauce for
the goose is sauce for the gander. If we
guarantee that there shall be a minimum, we
should at any rate protect the interests of
the consumer by saying that the price under
certain conditions shall not exceed a maxi-
mum. The State has erected certain mach-
inery under the Bill which, in effect, creates
a combine or trust, and when such conditions
prevail it is up to us to see that we are not
creating a Frankenstein which will destroy
us. We know that wheat is being sold ini
Adelaide at 4s. 5d., and we are paying 9s,
locally.

The Minister for Education: That is next
season Is wheat.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: At any rate Adel-
aide wheat, I know, is being sold here to-
day 6d. cheaper than our own wheat.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: I hope the Comn-
mittee will nbt agree to the amendment. The
farmer is entitled to the full value of the
wheat, and if we insert these words it will
mean that up to a certain point we give the
farmer the world's parity for wheat. After
that the farmer makes a sacrifice. We take
the farmer's wheat, put it into a pool, and
having done so, the least we can do is to
see that the farmer gets the full value, what-
ever it may be. -

H-on. J. R. DODD: I support the amnend-
mneat, for two reasons, One is that it will pro-
tect the farmer to a certain extent, and the
other that it will protect the public. I have fre-
quently expressed mny opinion regarding the
farmer and world's parity. Whilst we seem
to he anxious to cause the farmer to accept
the world's parity for everything he has to
sell, we are not prepared to give him world's
parity for those things he has to buy. For
those things which are not made in Austra-
lia, we cause the farmer to pay 50 per cent.
ad valorem duty. If we are so anxious to
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give the farmer world's parity for those
"%ares he has to sell, it is up to us to give
him world's parity for what hie wants to
buy. The amendment provides that no more
than 7s. shall be charged for wheat for local
consumption. That is a good idea and
affords protection for the public. When we
give extreme powers to Ministers such as we
propose here, and when we remember that
Ministers are to great extent under the
influence of the Farmers' and Settlers' As-
sociation, it is due to the House to see that
tjhe public are protected. The Leader of the
Opposition in another place, in carrying the
amendment which we now propose to restore,
effected a fair compromise. It would not be
right for this House, elected by a limited
section of the community, to interfere with
the clause regarding the price of wheat. As
far as the handling of wheat generally is
concerned, the sooner the pool is ended, and
the sooner the farmer gets control of the
wheat, the better it will he for the com-
munity.

Ho,,. G. W. MIL~ES: I amt surprised at
the arguments used by Mr. Dodd. He said
that the farmer was not treated fairly in
regard to the articles he had to buy. In
that case Mr. Dodd should allow the farmer
to get the best price he can for the article
he Produces. There is no logic in the arga-
inent of the hion. member. The farmer is
fully entitled to every penny he can get for
his wheat.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: The farmer has to go
to London to get world's parity for his
wheat, and has to pay Australian parity for
his goods.

Hlon. G. W. MILES: That is where he is be-
ing killed both ways. I have never before beard
such an argument! I am strongly opposed
to the amendment. While the pool is in ex-
istence, I want to see the farmer get every
possible penny for his wheat.

Hon. J. DUFEELL: I hope the amendment
will be carried. I have always advocated
that in the country of origin there should be
a reasonable limit to the price the farner
gets. I want to encourage gristing in West-
ern Australia in order that we might get the
offal for those industries depending on it.
It has been said that if the price for local
consumption is not satisfactory, the wheat
will be nil shipped abroad. However, I anm
sure it would not be allowed to go out.

Hon. A. H. Panton: How would you pre-
vent it?

Hon. .1. DUFFELL: For one thing, the
men on the wharf at Fremantle would re-
fuse to work it.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: Then we should have
-another wharf scandal.

Hon. J1. DIJEFELL: The lion, member has
already said that will happen.

The Minister for Education: T remind Ifr.
Duffell that this amendment has no bearing
on the question of wheat gristed for export
flour.

ROnM J. DUFFELL: It has a distinct bear-
in--,. f anile a statement last week that as

the result of the price for wheat for local
consumption being fixed at 9s. a bushel, the
millers of the State have been almost ruined.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Most of us are
here to represent the consumer. Still I ap-
prove of the farmer getting all hie can for
his wheat. But I object to the dice being
loaded, as undoubtedly they are loaded when
Parliament sanctions a wheat pool to despoil
the pig and] poultry farmer and the consumer
generally. I object equally to any attempt
or even~ threat on the Part of the consumer
that lie will insist upon getting wheat for
local consumption at a cheaper rate than
rules outside. There is an air of unreality
about the whole discussion. Everybody knows
we cannot prevent South Australia sending
wheat into this State. Last year there was
a pool for the whole of Australia. This year
there will be a compulsory pool in Western
Australia, but none in South Australia.
Automatically then, if the market rises here,
in will come the South Australian wheat.
Therefore what is the use of our fixing any
price whatever for wheat for local consumpi-
tioni I cannot support the amendment.

Hon. J1. J. HOLMES: Under the Bill we
arc compulsorily taking the wheat from the
farnmer qnd putting it into the pool. Surely
then in common justice to the farmer we
should allow him to get the best possible
price for his commodity, locally or abroad.
If the lion. member would suggest a minimum
as well as a maximum price, there would be
some reason in it.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The minimum price is
provided by the Government guarantee.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Last year's price
does not affect the issue, because last year
the whole of the wheat of Australia went into
the pool. As against that, we shall have this
year the free wheat of South Australia, which
in itself will suffice to protect the public.

Hon. J1. A. GREIG: Dr. Saw is in error
when he states that the 3s. guarantee repre-
sents the minimum price. As I see it, that
is the maximum amount the Government are
prepared to lend the wheat grower on his
wheat. If the wheat does not reallise 39., the
growers will still be under an obligation to
the Government.

The Minister for Education: It is portion
of the purchase price.

lon. J. A. OREIG: The Government have
the wheat in their possession, and against it
they advance 3s. Dr. Saw referred to the
fact that last year 9s. "'as charged for wheat
for local consumption, while 6s. n-as charged
fo, overseas wheat. But if Dr. Saw will look
into the figures, he will find that the eon-
sinners have had all the advantage on the
operations of the two years.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Y will support the
amendment. I do not knowv where 'Mr. fluffell
got authority for saying that I1 declared the
lumpers would stop the wheat going out. The
lumpers on one occasion stopped flour going
out, and as a result were starved by Mr.
Duffell and his friends for 1S months after-
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wards. I do not think they are likely to do
that again.

Mr. Duffel]: I ask that that be withdrawnm.

Hon. A. H. PAN TON: Oh, all right, I will
withdraw. Whilst I agree with Mr. Holmes
that the farmer is entitled to the full results
of his labour, still Mr. Holmes would never
agree to allow the worker to get the full re-
suits of his labour. Hie would send the worker
to the Airbitration Court.

Hon, J. 3. Holmes: I would abolish the
Arbitration Court to-morrow.

Hion. A. H. PANTON: Ye;, and then
starve the worker into taking what you might
be ready to give him. So, too, the farmer,
while he says he wants the full results of his
labour, refuses to allow the rural workers to
go to the Arbitration Court. Personally, I1
am not optimistic about the price of wheat

*for overseas coming down. I have too great
a respect for the manipulations of some of
those gentlemen who handle wheat all over
the, world.

Sitting suspanded front 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.,

Hon. E. ROSE: I am inclined to support
Dr. Saw's amendment. I see no reason why
it should not he passed. The words were
deleted on a catch vote. Fer the benefit of
those who are dairying,,and raising pigs and
poultry, it would be better fb have a maximum
price so that they may know what is before
them. I do not think we are likely to get
much less than 5is. a bushel for wheat.

Hon. 0. W. MILES: If it were a question
of fruit or anything of that kind affecting
the producers in the South-West the lion.
member would be only too pleased that they
should get the highest possible price. The
primary producers are entitleil to every
penny they can 'get for their products. The
committee should uphold its previous decision
to keep this proviso out of the Bill. The
farmer is entitled to the full results of his
labour.

Hon. A. H. Fenton: Do you believe in that
for everyone?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, and the worker,
too, is entitled to every penny he can earn. I
intend to oppose the amendment.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I appeal to those
who are opposed to the State wheat pool not
to vote for this amendment. Are we seeking
by Parliamentary interference to regulate
prices? If we carry this amendment we shall
he placing a powerful weapon in the hands
of the Labour Party and the -farmers. This
weapon will be used to show that this is an
acceptance of the doctrine that Parliament
can interfere with the price of commodities.
If the farmer can get 109. a bushel for his
wheat by fair play, so long as no injustice is
done to the poultry farmer and the pig raiser,
no one will be more pleased than 1.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: I appeal to that
section of the Committee which claims to re-

present labouir. Statements have been made
that the labourer is entitled to the very best
hie can get. We have never taken up the
attitude that labour shall be compelled to
sell labouir. The most we say is that if they
decide to sell their labour they shall not sell
it for less than the rate fixed by the Arbitra-
tion Court. If we attempt to tell the labourer
that he miust soil his labour at any price, that
will savour of slavery and will not have my
support. The Labour Party say to the farm-
ers, "YOU can sell your wheat for local eon-
siption at a price not to exceed 7s. per
bushel nto nutter what the world 'a demand
for it nuly be."I I ask tlie Labour Party to
apply the same line of reasoning to the wheat
producer as they do to the labourer.

Hon. T. 'MOORS: The hon. member be-
lieves that the farmer should get the full
benefit of all the work he does no matter at
whose expense it may be. The reason why
the farmer has been getting such big prices
for his wheat is because of trouble in another
part of the world, If people on the other
side of the world are compelled to pay an
unreasonable price for their wheat, that is
no reason why people in this State should
pay more for their wheat. Rural workers
have been prevenited from appearing before
the Arbitration Court. -All that the worker
can get is the cost of living, not the worth
of his services. He only gets that which he
can live on.

Hon. JT. J. Holmes: You get More than
that.

Hon. T. MOORE: There are many married
men who, after bringing up their families,
have nowhere else to go but to the Old Mein'Is
flume. The worker has never received that
which he has earned. He has built up a cer-
tain section of fat men in every community,
while he himself has done the work of the
country.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The debate has
progressed rather beyond the range of my
amendment, He would be a bold man who
would say what the price of wheat may be in
12 months' time.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why put it in?
Ban. A. J. H. SAW: Considering the state

of Europe, we cannot say whether it will be
10. per bushel or 3s. Oid. per bushel. Every
circumstance that I know of that has been
urged as influencing things has been nega-
tived by results. I maintain that as tho
State is creating the instrument whereby the
farmers are enabled to get a high price for
their wheat, and to create a monopoly, it is
only right that the interests of the con-
sumers should be safeguarded.

Han. J. CORNELL: Since the last meet-
ing of the House I Iwae been assailed on
every hand as being responsible for the de-
feat of the maximum price.

Hot. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You should
be proud of that.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: I knew what I was
doing and members, perhaps, may not have
been quite so clearx on the point. My inten-
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tiom was to achieve what would be the
natural corollary to a maximum price, namely,
the minimum price, and the Committee on the
voices struck out the proviso, which Dr. Saw
is now endeavouring to replace. Now that
menmhers find that the gun was loaded, they
are endeavouring to replace this provision in
the Bill. I maintain that we should hare a
fiat rate for home consumption and give the
farmers what we think is a fair thing.

Hon. A. Sanderson: That is another mat-
ter.

Hion. J. CORNELL: As a matter of fact,
there is no minimum. We know what has
happened in the past regarding the guaran-
tee, which has been backed uip by the tax-
payers of the State

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: That was
not a guarantee; it was an advance.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: The Gow rnent
guaranteed so much per bushel as an induce-
meat to encourage greater production. That
is not the case on this occasion, but ain in-
strutnent has been created under which an
advance of 3. per bushel is to be made on
delivery of the wheat but not before. Th
Lower House was influenced in fixin th
maximum price because it was not intended
that a repetition of what happened la yer,
should be witnessed this year. 'Assmn
that we require two million bushels for home
consumption, will that quantity be kept in the
State? I contend we should keep it. By do-
ing that, however we may plaar? a further
embargo on the farmer, indicating to him
that he must grow only for the requirements
of the State, but if the price rises above 7a.,
he shall not receive benefit for the balance.
I do not intend to support any provision
which will have the effect of pointing a
double-barrelled gun at the farmer. There
is no justice in saying that there shalt be a
maximum price but absolutely no rmnimm.
If there is to be London parity for what
wheat we do not want, there should he Lou-
don parity for what we do want.

Hon. . W. KIRWAN: T pronmised Mr.
Stewart that I would pair with him on this
measure. I am strongly in favour of Dr.
Saw 's amendment and would vote with him
but for the arrangement with Mr. Stewart.
Another place was prompted to fix the maxi-
mum price at 7a. a bushel for wheat, because
members there did not desire to see last
year's experience repeated this Year. When
wheat was 9s. a bushel in Western Australia
last year, it was being sold elsewhere at 7%.,
and people became disgusted with the man-
agement of the wheat pool. The amendment,
which was inserted in another place, con-
stituted an endeavour to prevent such an
injustice to the consumers.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: On a point
of order, is it competent for a member, who
has paired with another, to address the House
although he cannot vote?

The CHAIRMAN: Most decidedly, it is.
Han. J. W. KIRWAN: It is stated that it

is possible the price of wheat may go beyond

7s. and that it would be an injustice to the
farmer if the maximum were fixed at that
figure. The reply to that, is that the farmer
is getting considerable advantage at the pre-
sent time. There is an advance of 3 s. per
bushel, and the least the public may be ex-
pected to require is that wheat for local con-
sumption shall be sold at a reasonable price.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: There is no limit to
what those engaged in the gold mining in-
dustry can get for their product. They estab-
lished what is practically a co-operative con-
era, known as the Gold Producers' Associa-
tioni, and export their product themselves. There
is no charge upon the State whatever. 1
would take up the same attitude regarding
the farmers and the wheat pool were this a
voluntary or co-operative pool, similar to
that established in connection with the gold
mining industry. In this case, however, g.he
credit of the State is at the back of the iv l7-at
pool. In the circumstances I claim that the
limit of 7s. is one that may be maintained. 1
support the amendment.

Hion. J. A. GREIG: Regarding the con-
ditions under which wheat is produced com-
pared with the experience of other industries,
the farmer has to buy his machinery under a
high protective tariff.

Hon. E. H. Haris: The same thing ap-
plies to the mining industry.

.Hon. J. A. GREIG: At the same time he
is compelled to sell his wheat in competition
with other parts of the world and to compete
particularly with countries where black
labour is employed. If the farmer were free
from the pool ,or running a co-operative pool
and dealing with the community in the same
way as those engaged in secondary industries,
the position would be this: Members know
that the manfacturers take advantage of the
tariff and place a price upon their imple-
uments and goods which is only a few shil-
liugs below that at which we can buy the
imported article. Take boots: The hides and
tanning barks are produced within the State
and yet the manufacturers charge for the
local article within 3d. a pair of the price
of the imported article. If the wheat grower
dealt with the consumer in the game ivay, he
would argue that it cost 2s. a hushel to send
Homne wheat which, if worth 6s. here, would
make the price in England Ss. To bring
that wheat back would cost another 2s., mak-
ing the price 109., and the price of the local
article on that basis would be fixed at 9s.
9d. a bushel. That is what is being done
with regard to secondary industries. The
farmers have never attempted to do this.
The most they have asked for is export
parity.

Hion. A. Hf. B'aton: The manufacturers
have not the Agricultural Blank, the T.AB.
or the pool.

Hon. J1. A. GREIG: If the farmers had
50 per cent, protection, they would not re-
quire those institutions. The manufacturers
have divided the difference with the workers
and have fleeced the rest of the community.
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Amnvdment put and a division taken with
thle following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 6
Noes . . .. .. 11

Majority against 5

Honm. J1. Duffel
Hon. J. IV. Hickey
Han. T,. Moore

Hon.' A. H. Fenton
Hon. A. J. H. Saw
lHon. E. H. Harris

I (Teller.)

NOES.

Ron. R. 0, Ardagb Hon. G. W. Miles
Han. H. P. CoIebateh Ho'n. . Mille
SHmn. J. A. Greig Hon. A. Samideron
Ron,. J. J, Holmes Hoe.SIrE.H.Witteoom
lion. A. Lovekln Hon, 3. Cornell
0*.3n. R. J. Lynn (Teller,)

IPAIR.
Ayes: Ron. J. W. Kirwan. I~c Nos Ron. H. Stewart.

Amendment thus negativedl; the clause, as
previously amended, agreed to.

Further recommittal.
On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, Bill fur-

ther recommitted to reconsider Clause 6.
Clause 6-Prohibition of sales, etc., except

to Minister:
Hon, G. W. MMLES: Seeing that Subelauss

4 has been made mandatory instead of per-
missive, Subelause 5 should consequentially
be deleted. I move an amendment-

That Subelause 5 be struck out.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: For

reasons I1 have already given, I cannot agree
to the amendment. It is essential for the car-
rying out of the provisions of the measure
that the Minister should have power to re-
voke an exemption which has been abused.

IRon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOMI: Sub-
,clause 4 having .heen made mandatory, how
can We give the Minister Power to revoke
an exemption? It would be inconsistent to
retain Subelause S.

Hoin. A. LOVEKIN: I agree with Sir
Edward Wittenoota. I cannot see how the
Minister can justify the attitude he takes
up. If we retain Subelause -5, the clause will
not be worth the paper it is printed on.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: When we made
the exemptions mnandatory, Mr. IDuffell sug-
gested that Subelause 5 should be deleted
consequentially' The Minister told us that
one of his first duties, after amendments had
been made, was to consnlt the legal adviser
and ascertain the effect of the amendments.
Has he consulted his legal adviser on this?

The Minister for Education: 'Yes.
Hon.. A. SANDEIRSON: And his legal ad-

viser has passed Subelause 5, making it per-
missive to revoke any exemption?

The Minister for Education:. Yes.

Hon. k.. SANDERSON: I am glad to have
that on record. I do not think we could. get
a. more experienced man in business affairs
than Sir Edward Wittenoom, and we have
heard his opinion. The point is, what is our
intention! If we delete Subelause 5 we shall
be carrying out our intention. I am indiff-
erent to what the legal adviser of the Gov-
emnent has said, though I would like an-
other legal opinion on the -point.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It would be ridiculous
to retain it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am astonished
to hear that the Minister in this is fortified
by his legal adviser..

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
opposed the amendment to strike out "may"
and substitute ''shall,'' but it was carried
on a division by one vote. The effect of the
amendmecnt was to compel -the Minister to
grant certain exemptions which he had un-
dertaken to grant. I consulted the legal offi-
cers and they say that as the clause stands,
the only effect of the amendment is to com-
pel the Minister to do something which he
intended to do, but that if Subelause 5 is
struck out, it will he beyond the power of
the Minister to rectify the matter if any
abuse occurs. Therefore, I cannot agree to
the deletion of.Subelause 5, as the IMinister,
in the event of exemptions being abused,
should have the power to revoke them.

lIon. A. LOVEIN: If the word "may"
lia been retaied in Subelause 4, Subelnse
5 would have been perfectly consistent; but I
cannot understand any legal adviser telling
the Minister that Subelause 5 should be re-
tamned after Subelnuse 4 has been made man-
datory.

Ilan. J. CORNELL: The position to-day
is that no person can sell wheat of any, grade
to anyone other than the Minister unless the
Minister so prescribes. "Prescribes'" means
prescribes by regulation. The Committee have
amended the clause to read that the Minister
''shall'' prescribe. But the word 'sal'
IL contend, can have no effect unless the Min-
ister does prescribe. If the word ''may'' is
restored, the Clause will be all right and there
will be no compounding of felonies.

Hon. X. A. GREta: I voted for the word
''shall," and for the life of me I cannot sea
yet why we should not insist upon the Mint-
ister making those exemptions. If he can-
not see any reason why thoso exemptions
should not be revoked, I fail to see why we
should not have that word "1shall'' in the
subelanse.

Hoan. .1. J. HOLMES: On the hon. mem-
ber's own argument, we are reducing this
thing to a joke. At the beginning of the
clause we say that the Minister shall do so
and so, and at the cud of thme elause we say
that the -Minister may revoke exemptions at
any time. Thus at 9.55 a.m. the -Minister
may grant an exemptioni, and ait 10 am. he
may revoke it. Because I do not wish to be a
party to farcical legislation, I shall vote for
the deletion of Subsection 5.
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ll. Sir EDWARD) WITTENO(
move-

That the question be now pint.

Motion put and passed.

Amendment put and a division hi
the following result-

Ayes
Noes .. -

Majorit.v agnilust

Ron. 3. Dfltfeli
Hon. 3. J. Holmes
Hon. A. Lovelcin
Han. J7. Mills
Non. J. Nicholson

Ayas.
Hon. A.' SD

Hon. G. W. I

Noes
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. U. .. t
Hon. H. P. Colebatch I Hon C. M~cI
Hon. J. Cornell lion. T. Mooi
Hon. 3, A. Greig Hall. A, J. I
Mon, R. H. Harris H-oe. A. H-.j
Hon. 3. W. Hickey

Amnendment thus negatived.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: fta view of the de-

cision of the Committeeu, T ask now whether
lt is intended to alter the third word in the
first line of 'Subelause 5 front ''nay" to
"shall,'' as a consequential amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: Certainly not.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported, with further amtend-
ments, and a 'Message accordingly forwarded
to the Assembly requesting them, to make the
amendments; leave being given to sit again
oim receipt of a _Message freon the Assembly.

BILL- PERIA NENT RESERVE
(POINT WALTER).

Second Reading.

The NINISTER FOR EDUCATION (H-oxi.
H1. P_ Clebatch-East) [8.261 in moving
thme secon~d rearling said: The purpose of this
very short Bill is to authorise the MHelville-
road board to grant a lease of a sinall piece
of ground at Point Walter for the erection of
refreshment roomns. The road hoard have
spent a good dleal of money in iniproving the
reserve. As lion, members are aware, Point
Walter is a very popular holiday resort. The
reserve in queston is a Oluss A reserve, and
for that reason no portion of it can he l-ased
'withiout the sanction of Parliament. Tt is
desirable tha)t conveniences in the form of r-
freshmtent rooms should be provided for visi-
tors, and the board are not in n position to
erect the necessiary buildings and to carry on
refreshment rooms. Probably if they were, it
would be better that they should do as they
now propose to do, and give' the lease to
some private person. to carry on the refresh-
meat rooms. Members will observe that the

M: I atea which may be leased for these purposes
is limited to one acre. The lease will be for
a. shtort period, and the rights of the public
an far as time reserve is concerned, will not be
in any -way infringed. A great deal of money

ken with is spentt front time to time on the various
reserves in thme metropolitan area; and this

* P'oint lWalter. reserve is one of the fe that
a1-re to a large -dtent .self-sulpporting. By

-meuns of the Bill it is intended to give the
3 road] bourd power to manke the reserve self-

- supporting even to a, larger degree. Person-
ally, T cannot see any objection to the pro-

lersonl jiosal, alid I move-
Ivittenom That the Bill be now read a second rimle.
t1les lion. R. Jf. LYNN (West) [8.281: Seeing
Teller.) that the lease is to be subject to the approval

of the Governor, I should like an assurance.
frein the Leader of the House that any lease
which may be granted shall in no way in-

,Yn terfere with thne shore rights of the people
enzle a.s regards the beach.

I. Saw Oil mtotion by Hon. A. H. Panton debate
ranton adjourned.
rafter.)I

B[LL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT,
Second Bead(ing.

Debate resunmed from the 28th September.

H-on. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [8.29]: 1 was unfortunately absent
when the second reading of this Bill was

- m-ved. I believe that in another place it
was introduced by a private member, and
that the 'Minister for 'Education moved the
second reading here. On the surface, the
inensure is very simple. It merely declares
that anl executor ,hall have equal position
with ami administrator. According to the
existing Act, ant administrator administering
anl estate can have a renuneration. awarded
to him by the court to the extent of 5 per
ventt.; but nil executor cannot be awarded
any remneratien whatever. Consequently it
ss -argued, winy should not an, executor be
entitled to have remuneration awarded hin
b v the court in the same wvay as an admtintis-
trator?2 Further, it is arguedl that a similar
measure to this Bill is in force in several
of the Eastern States. 011 the face -of it,
no doubt, the Bill seemis exceedingly simple;
but we must always bear in mind that anl
executor is not in every instance able to carry
out :111 the duties connected with a will. A
confiding person may go to ain intended exe-
cutor to htave a will made, and may find
hiit very symipathetic in the miaking of the
will. As the law at present stands such
a person can get no fees for acting in such
at - neggncapacity. Previously, oneggn n ad-
udunistrator, that administrator would be en-
titled to fees np to 5 per cent. Now it is
proposed to put an executor and adminis-
trator on the same footing. The only point
is whether it is wise in the public interests
to do this. We most always remember that
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an. ex'ecutor is under no obligation to carry
out all the dluties in connection with an es-
tate. For instance, he mnay be awarded
up to 5 per cent. by the Court, but
he is under no statutory obligation as
to hkow hie shall discharge the duties
imposed on liiim. He has to put up no money
and hie is inl the position to employ anybody
hie likes and pay for the work done. In such
circumstances the question arises as to
whether it is wise that such a power should
be given. lIt might be argued, and possibly
would be argued, that a trustee company
-would be opposed to legislation of this des-
cription, I point out onl the other hand that
there is nothing a trustee company would
welconie nmore than this for the reason that
such a eoimpany- is bound by law not to
charg. inure than 2 per cent. Such a comn-
puy is also bound by law to put uip a large
suiti as, security, and it is also compelled to
diseharge its duiities in a statutory way, and
in fact is in ev-ery way responsible. Such a
eompany has at its comimand the best ox-
perieneeid nci who invest money, and the
comipany em ploys a large staff. Its charges are
limited to 2!f. per cent. on the capital
value of' an estate up to £E50,000; I1%2
per~ cemit. on an estate between that amount
awil £100,000 in value; and one per cent.
aboVe E100,000. Apart fromi that a judge
juay award, if this Bill passes, either the ad-
mrinistrator or the executor up to five per
cent.. and there are no safeguards as in the
case of a trustee company. A trustee com-
pany Ear instance motmst have its accounts
autdited hr ai reognised public aaditor once
inl -ver~y rear.

lin. J1. Duffell: This is the best advertise-
ument a trustee company could have.

Ifon. Sir E"DWARD) WITTENOOM: The
lion . meiher anticipated time remark that I
was going to umake. It is hardly likely that
business plell would put their estates in
the )land,, of an executor or administrator
who could charge 5' per cent. for his efforts
when it would be possible to get everything
necessary done by a recognised trustee corn-
pany, acting strictly under the law, for con-
siderably loss. The only point to he consid-
ered is whether it is wvise to extend this
privilege- to executors ais well as to admin-
istrators. There mighit be many trusting
people, women for instance, who know noth-
ig about the conditions applying to these
matters and who would be inclined to
pilace their affairs in the haimds of ain
executor without being aware of the costs
that would lie involved. I need only refer
to a case which was quoted in the "'Sunday
Times'' a fe-w days ago. Someone d iedl and
left a certain amount of mney to be divided
amiongst the fanmily. The executor in the
case had to emiployv an administrator. Hie
nutliorisedl the admiinistrator to sell the pro-
perty under any condition he liked, and the
end of it was that a good estate was divided
lip amongst time beneficiaries who only re-
ceived about £20 each. One is almost in-
clined to move an amendment that the con-

ditions which apply to a trustee company
should also be mnade to apply to executors and
administrators who, at the present time, are
able to do nwhat they like. However, it is not'
mny intention to move in that direction, but if
any) lion. member should do so, it will be
worth the while of other hon. members to
give it the fullest consideration. I support
tho second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

fit Commuittee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without die-

bate, reported without amiendment, anti the
reporf adolpted.

B I t-N 1W) JPROCAL EN POLCEMEN T
- OP MAINTENANCE OfRT)ERS.

Aecond Reading.

The M LNISTJIR FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
1-1. P. Colebatch-East) [3.40] in moving the
seond rendig said: This is a very simple
though necessary piece of legislation. Pro-
vis.ion has been made by anl Imperial Statute
for the enforeent inl England and [relaud
of umaintenianee orders. Mainitenance orders
are defined in the interpretation clause of fto
B1ill as ''nt order for the periodical payment
of sumis of mioney for or towards the main-
tenance or support of any person, and in-
eludes anl order of affiliation.'I " Provision
has been nmade by anl Imperial Statute for thme
enforcement of these orders in England and
Ireland amid in other parts of the British
Dominions, and it is neeessam-y that the Do-
minlions should now pass reciprocal legisla-
tion so that the Dominious ulay obtain the
henelit of the English Statute. It is hoped
that similar legislation will be passed in every
one of the British )Dominaions. Provision is
made at the end of the Bill1 that the Governor
many, by Order in Council, extend the measure
to aniy British protectorate, and( where so ex-
tended it shall apply as if such protectorate
wans a part of His 'Majesty's Dlominions to
which the Act extends, with such nodjitica-
tions as the Governor lany declare. The
earlier portion-, of that clause pirovide that

vetions 10, 1: and 13 shiall apply to, and in
respet of, any part of the King's Dominious
to which the Governor may see fit to extend
them by Order in Council. That is to say he
will extend them by Order iii Council to every
other portion of the Doininions where similar
legislation is passed. Tme provisions of the
Bill are perfectly simple baying reference to
the methods of evidence and mnatters of that
kind. T move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A. LOVELTN ('Metropolitan) [3.42]:
I support the second reading of the Bill. I
mecrely desire to ask whether the Eastern
4States arc taking steps in a similar direction.
It is necessary, so far as we arc concerned,
that similar legislation should exist in the
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other States because a number of maintenance
orders are enforced from 'Western Australia.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H.1 P. Colebatch-East-in reply) [8.49]: All
the Eastern States have been asked to intro-
duce this legislation, and some have already
moved in this direetion. I have no doubt that
all will do so, as it must appeal to them that
it is essential that such a Bill should be
passed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. 3. Ewing in the4 Chair; the 'Minister
for Education in cbarge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Enforement in Western Aus-

tralia of maintenance orders' made in His
Majesty's Dominions outside of the Common-
wealth:-

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is stated in the
memorandum that the whole of the Bill is
applicable to the United 'Kingdom, and in-
cludes Scotland, which is excluded from the
Imperial Statute. What does thmat mean'

The 'Minister for Education: It is as stated.
I cannot give any explanation why Scotland
is excluded from the Imperial Statute.

Hon. A. .SANDERSON: I think there
must be something radically wrong there. It
would seem to indicate that there is a special
Act dealing with Scotland. However, I do
not wish to press the question.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 8-agreed to.

Clause 9-Application of Justices Act:
Hon. A. LOVEKIN:- I should be glad if

-the Minister would consult the Crown Law
authorities and see whether we aught not to
insert also the State Children Act, since main-
tenance orders are now dealt with under that
Act.

The Minister for Education: They are dealt
with in the children's court, but under the
Justices Act.

Hon. A. 'LOVEKIN: Under the State
Children Act as well.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 10 to 14-agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bill -reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

MOTION -ELECTRICITY, GEJNERATION~
ANDI DISTRIBUTION.

To inquire b)y Royal Commission.
Debate resumed from 29th September on

time following motion by Hon. T1. Ewing-
" That in the opinion of tbe House the

flovernment should appoint a Royal Coin-

mission for the following pnrpos. -1,
To investigate the workings of the Perth
Electric Power Station and the generation,
sale, and distribution of electricity. 2,
To report as to the best means of generat-
ing cheap power for aUl purposes within
the State. 3, The best location for the es-
tablishinent of such a plant.",

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metrbpolitan) [8.51]:
Although I cannot support the motion, I con-
gratulate the mover upon keeping this sub-
ject before the House and the people, be-
cause at some time in the future it will be o,
very great importance. I cannot support C-
motion because, in the first place, inoul(r-.
electricity is a highly technical subject and
the methods of generatiag and transmitting
are being improved upon every dlay. In view
of this we can hardly expect to get a number
of qualified gentlemen to act as a Royal
Commission to report upon electrical schemes
of a niagnitude such as the hon. member has
in view. The Minister spoke of sending a
Commission abroad to learn what is going
on. I hardly think we want to send un-
skilled persons abroad to learn; rather do we
require skilled persons from olher parts to
conic here and tell us what is going on else-
where. I suggest that instead of going to
the expense of appointing a Royal Commis-
sion. we might a little time hence get, say,
the superintendent of such a scheme as that
in Calgary, in Canada, where they have side
by side one scheme generating current by
black coal and another with the current gen-
erated by what is knownl as white coal-
water power. In both instances the current is
generated at about the same cost. They are able
to send the current to the consumers at a
very low rate, because in both cases they go
to the source of supply for fuel, in one in-
stance, coal and in the other water. Current
for lighting purposes is supplied at abouit
2%d. per unit; for domestic power one half-
penny, and for industrial power in large
quantities one halfpennyv, subject to discounts
ranging to 50 per cent. Ultimately, of course,
we shall have to follow the example of Can-
ada and otlher places and go to the fuel
source for our electric supply, instead of
bringing the fuel to the generating station
as at present. From inquiries made, I am
afraid that to go to Collie would not be
altogether a good conmuercial proposition at
the present time, when we liav'- our existing
plant working at less than its full capacity.
As far as f can gather, given a fairly evenly
halaneed load factor, which largely governs
the output, we Canl produce about 70 million
units, whereas at present the demand reaches
only 23 million units. -So it will he s4a
that until we can largely incrase our con-
sumption we shall not reach thf, limit of time
existing supply station. On. the basis of our
annual increase it-is estimated that seven years%
will elapse before we reach the full] capacity
of the station. Therefore, it will be some
time before w, -require to go to the sourer of
the fuel supply, and so I think the present is
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Altogether an inopportune time for the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission. JTudging
by the developments -being made in the
generating and supplying of electric current,
the next seven years may, put an entirely dif-
ferent complexion upon things.

Hon. J. Ewing: What do they propose
to spend during that seven yearsV

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: As far as I can
understand, not more on the existing plaut
than they are at present committed to. When
they reach the full capacity of the existing
plant it is proposed that they shall have re-
course to Collie or some other source of fuel
supply and transmit the current by long dis-
tance wire. Again, great developments are
taking place in the use of the wireless. By
this means small ships are being controlled
from afar. Not many years ago the
limit at which the British Board of
Trade would allow current to be transmitted
was 3,000 volts, which to-day is a very small
scheme. We now have 2,000 volts running
around our streets, and nobody takes any
notice of it. In the Chippawa scheme, Queens-
town,' the current is transmitted at 220,000
volts. We do not know what the next few
years will bring forth. I wish to in-
dicate what these developments are.
When I was in Canada some 12 months
ago, discussions were taking place as to the
possibility of running what are called elec-
tric steam boilers. They were stating then
that by using electricity for boilers they
could get for .4 lbs. of coal the same quan-
tity of steam that could then be had from
a kilogram (2.2 lbs.) of coal in an ordinary
steam boiler, and that the electric steam
builers would save all the sludge and water
trouble that occurs in the ordinary boiler,
and would be fool proof in that anyone could
manage them. This was said at one meeting
I attended. Only a few weeks ago I received
a paper in which there is a report of a lec-
ture by Capt. Ol~sn of Sweden, in which
this matter was discussed, and in which
this principle has already been applied to
paper making plants in Sweden. Paper mak-
ing plants require a tremendous lot of steam
because it takes a ton of coal to make a ton
of paper, nd steam is required up to 700
lip. Cappin Ollsen, who was dealing with
this matter before the Technical Association
of Paper Manufacturers in Sweden, said-

The problem of producing steam by eled-
tricity presents few difficulties. Electric
boilers have very great advantages over
the ordinary fired boilers; they occupy
little space, are easily mounted in the mills,
and, above all, they are independent of
chimneys and smoke stacks. The care of
the electric boiler is quite simple, as they
generally require nothing bijt an attendant
to manipulate the switches and regulate
the feeding. In most cases, the construc-
tion of the boiler is such that the efficiency
of the attendant is of little importance,
because the steam is made automatically
and with absolute uniformity. Boiling
dry and subsequent inconvenience, danger

of explosion, etc., are eliminated. In elec-
tric boilers incrustation does not occur,
since'all the waste matters Or sludge drop
to the bottom, whence they can be easily
removed by the blow-down process.

That is something which is coming. As a
matter of fact, knowing what I do about it,
I have already sent Home to see if I can
get a 10-horse power boiler on these lines
for myself. I have also madec inquiries to
see whether these boilers can be used for hot
water services. I have instanced the Perth
Public Hospital, which spends a tremendous
lot of money every month for hot water, and
I want to see if this system can he applied
to that institution. When I get these par-
ticulars I will convey them to the hospital
committee so that they may be considered.
If we are going in for this sort of thing it
is obvious that we must have electric current
in bulk and at cheap rates. I think there is
no doubt that in our electricity scheme wre
have been sold a pup, just as we have been
sold other pups in connection with our State
enterprises such as steamers, trains and other
things. The electricity sceme in operation
here is what is known as a 40-cycle scheme,
20,000 volts. We were told by the engineers
that the reason whly this 40-cycle scheme was
installed was that it was, the most suitable
schema for light and power combined. It
is a curious thing that in America, which is
the home of electricity, where they are using
millions of units, they have the 60-cycle
scheme. If we had the 60-cycle scheme,
which is the recognised standard for alter-
nating current, we would be able to go to
America and buy motors and accessories and
everything ire wrant at a cheap rate. The
parts are all turned out from standardised
patterns and are therefore made cheap
to the consumer. Take the small motor
which people use in America and Can-
ada in their houses, the half and quarter
horse motor. If one buys a quarter
horse motor ia America one can do
so for 23 dollars, namely, £5. If one
wants a 40-cycle motor instead of a 60-
cycle, one has to pay 123 dollars, because it
has to be specially constructed. I imported
some household articles in the shape of wash.
ing machines and received 60-cycle motors.
I had to send them back, and get 40-cyclc
motors at a cost of £:31 10s. We have made a
mistake in the periodicity of the scheme and
we will have this millstone around our necks
for all time.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Does tbat apply to
bigger engines in the same way as it does
to small ones?

Hon. R. 3. Lynn: We have to re-wind all
motors.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: And that makes
them very expensive. One can buy a little
motor in America that a woman can
attach to a sewing machine, for 169. If
one has to purchase a 40-cycle motor instead
of a 00-cycle, one has to pay £4 16s. we
have got out of the standard. It was said
that a great favour was conferred upon us
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by being allowed to have this plant. In my
opinion a great favour has been conferred
upon some other place or customer for that
particular plant so that somec other country
or customer should have the 110,000 volt in-
stallation on the standard periodicity instead
of this bastard periodicity. I am sorry we
have so nmany of these millstones around our
necks. The Labour Government were in
power at the time and thought they could run
everything, and so plunged into everything.
There were no officers in the service capable
of advising the Government upon these
schemes. Civil servants are not commercial
or industrial people. They are trained to
carry onl the usual functions of government,
that is the administration of law and order.
They know nothing about industrial matters
or electricity schemes, or the running of
steamships.

Bion. T. Moore: Last year they even op-
posed law and order by going on strike.

H-on. A. LOVEKIN: The Government
wdien they embark upon these techn~al
selhemes should get skilled advice.

Hlon. J. Ewing: They lied Hers and Mc-
Lellan.

l1on. A. LOVEIN: We have steamers
which are admittedly unsuitable for the
work they are called upon to do. We have
anl electrit7 lighting plant and various
other things about which we are
in trouble, and so it is we have
these millstones around our necks. A sum of
necarly £40,000 "'as spent on the foundations
of the power house. We were told by the en-
gineers that this expenditure was necessary
on the ground that the Swan 'River was a
tidal riven- There shoulId have been some
officer here, before the Government embarked
upon the scheme, who would have seen this
mistake and drawn attention to it and so
saved that expenditure.

Hon. T. Ewing:- Who is responsible for
that?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not know.
Hon. J. Ewing: What engineer?
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Government had

not that expert advice they should have had
when they were embarking upon this scheme.

Hon, J_ Ewing: Had they not HMers and
-McLelan I

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: When it was proposed
in 1902 to generate current from Collie the
engineer reported that it was not safe to
bring it up at more than 3,000 volts.

Hon. R. J. Lynn:- He was a telephone at-
tendant.

lion. A. LOVEXTN: This is the advice
the Government had, and this-is how we are
placed to-ay. If we want to buy our re-
quisites cheaply we cannot get them, but have
to pay dearly for what we want owing to this
scheme that has been thrust upon us. The
Minister told us that the arrangement with
the City Council, by which they received cur-
rent at _75d- per unit, was made because the
trains were taken from the city, and this was
a sort of quid pro quo.

The 'Minister for Education: I dlid not say
anything of thle sort.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:- I think Ike said it
was to recompense 1 he council that we should
give them current at a cheap rate

The 31 miister for Education: That was not
SO.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The reason was that
the Government wanted the lighting of the
city. The City Council at present are getting
that current at .75d., which is less than it
costs the Government to generate it, The
power house is, therefore, losing money. The
people who are buying the current are being
profitee red upon by the City Council who
supply the current, because they pay 6d. for
lighting, whereas the council only pay %4d.
to the Government for that current

Hon. E. H. Harris: It is the ratepayers
who are being exploited.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is what I say.
Hon. E5. H. Harris: Then the remedy is in.

their own hands.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not think it is?

but perhaps some attempt might be made to
alter the position. The Government are pro-
ducing the current at a loss, and the people
are being exploited on one hland through the
cost of their lighting, and on the other hand
through taxation to make up the loss on the
power station. The sooner that position is
rectified the better. There should be one con-
cern supplying the current for the whole of
the metropolitan area.

Hen. J. Ewing: That is one point into
which an inquiry could be made.

Hon. A. LO VEKIN: There are many ways
in which savings conld be made. There are
at present two sets of overhead charges and
two sets of officers where one set of officers
would be sufficient. If lighting could be sup-
plied-and it can well be snpplied-at the
Government power station for 2d. or 3d. .for
lighting and Id. for power, the station would
make a large profit, and out of that profit we
mnight well be able to take over and provide
a sinking fund for the £,400,000 or £500,000
sunk in the scrapped plant in the hands of
the Perth City 'Council. It is said that the
reason the rsatepayers are being exploited re-
garding the price they pay for current, is
that the loss must be made up in ceonnection
with the bad deal made with the gas com-
panly.

Hon. J. Ewing: 'Will you not support an
inquiry into that aspect as well?

Hon. *A. LOVEKIN: I would support an
inquiry into that aspect. Mr. Ewing in mov-
ing this motion made particular reference to
the Collie River as a source for the supply of
electric current. ]Unlcss my knowledge of the
rivers of this State is much more limited
than I imagine, this proposition can be put
aside altogether. Our present plant at East
Perth has a capacity of 1,200 kilowatts. It
must be obvious that in time we shall require
more power, and I nun certain that the Collie
River cannot for a moment supply that addi-
tional power. From the Niagara Falls, 20
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million tons of wvater fall every hour. It is
calculated that this volume of water with a
bead of 135 feet, will generate five million
horse-power. On this basis, the Go1lie River
would have to be capable of giving 215,040
tons or 2,150,040 gallons per hour with a
head of 135 feet every hour of the day and
night to meet the capacity of the present
plant. Unless large sums of money are spent
in constructing darns to store the water to
give that flow, the Collie River, as a source
for the generation of electric power judged
by Niagara, must be counted out. In these
circumstances, we must stick to the coal sup-
ply, using Green's economisers, mechanical
stokers and so on, to make the generation
cheaper.

Hon. J. Ewing: You should agree to an
inquiry regarding the Collie scheme.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Per the reasons I
have givenl, I do not think the time is oppor-
tune for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into this% matter. I want
to support Mr. Ewing in every way possible,
and to assist in developing the supplies of
electric current in 'Western Australia, because
I think such a development will be most.bene-
ficial to us and helpful to our industries. In
view of what .1 have said, and in view of the
fact that we have 73 million units to sell and
only sell 23 millions, it is advisable to wait
a little while before we consider any further
development, particularly in view of elec-
trical progress taking place in other parts of
the world to-day.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [9.26]:
T have listened very attentively to the
speech delivered by Mr. Ewing in l&k. ---
tempt to justify the appointment qf a Royal
Commission to inquire into the operations of
the power station at East Perth, The hon.
member's motives are vcry laudable. He
seeks to secure a cheaper current to assist the
vrarious industries. The establishment of the
East Perth power station was materially af-
fected by the war, and likewise the extension
of the tramway system. The station was af-
fected considerably in the amount of current
consumed both in connection with secondary
industries and in connection with the trains.
Mr. Ewing, in his rather hypercritical refer-
ence to the East Perth powe~r station, dealt
with many p~hrases but one of the chief
'points, to my mind, was the price of coal.
Obviously so long as coal is at a high price,
so long will the current be high priced, If 1
thought that the motion before the House
wras likely to be carried, I would be inclined
to move an amendment to the effect that the
Committee should also investigate and report
upon the advisability of the Government ac-
quiring a coal mine.

R~on. J1. Ewing: That would mecan greater
cost for coal.

Hlon. E. H. HARRIS: The chief trouble
is the price of coal, and if we take as our
guide what has happened in the Eastern
States, we w'ill find that where the Govern-
ments there have supplied current, it has been

found essential to have a State coal mline in
order to keep up supplies and secure cheap
current. We are confronted with the hard
fact, however, that our plant has been erected
at East Perth. Had that plant not been
erected, there would he sonmc justification for
Mr, Ewing's motion and for an inquiry into
the probable source of supply of power from
(ollie. We have to view the position as it
is. We have already a station erected that is
quite capable of catering for the require-
ments of the industrial community for many
years to comae. One of the chief points w e
hare to consider when deciding whether a
Royal Commission would be Justified is that
the power station is already capable ot
catering for the requirements for years aheadl,
and that the authorities arc about to mestat
a 7.500 killowatt plant in addition to that
already established.

Hon. J. Ewing:, What will it cost? It
will cost £108,000.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is so. We
have to bear tbis in mind, too, that the Gov-
erinent have a monopoly of the generation
of current and in the handling of it over a
radius of 10 or 15 miles from the G.P.O.
There is the Fremnantle monopoly as well. In
view of the existing monopolies -and the ex-
istence of the present plant, the question arises
as to whether the Government, having en-
tered into an agreement covering a period ot
50 years, would be prepared to grant a con-
cession to any private company. Even if they
were and it were found after inquiry to be
desirable to erect a plant at Collie, the ad-
vantage in favour of Collie would have to be
weighed against the possibility of the Gov-
ernment granting the concession, even iD

-- anted. 'Mr. Ewing has stated that he wants
this ,- '-, gone into thoroughly by experts
and not deaw, " in any half-hearted man-
ner. If we are to ;,. - - best expert advice,
considerable expense will t'c. - ived and the
question arises whether it will be -.. -ted.
Regarding the generation of current at
lie, the cost of coal at the pit's mouth has
been quoted at 12s. 6id. per ton. The freight
to Perth is given at 11s. 8d. and if we were
to generate electricity at Collie on the basis
of 12s. 6d. per ton for coal, the mnoney that
would be saved would really be the 11s. 8d.
per ton, being the amount it costs to rail
coal to the East Perth power tation.

Hon, J1. Ewing: flat is not SO.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The East Perth power

station consumes 38,861 tons of coal, which
at lit. 8d. per ton means an expenditure of
£22,610 per annum -that would be saved
ink freight on the coal if the current were
generated at Collie. Against that has to be
put the capital outlay involved in the pur-
chase of cables, the installing of step-np
and step-down transformer stations and the
transmission line, which is an important fac-
tor. In addition to that, we would have to
allow for a percentage loss in current. In
view of the reference mado by Mr. Ewing
in his introductory speech to the Morwell
Scheme, I looked uip particulars regardiag
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it. I1 found that the transmission line
eost £E323,102 and the terminal stations
£E226,755 or a total of £549,357. The tr-ans-

* mission line covered 82 miles. It has been
suggested that we might establish works at
Collie, which is 43 miles further distant than
is thc Morwell scheme. The latter scheme
according to the last report indicates that
the losses in transit amounted to 12.35 per
ceat., and when we add an additional 6 per
cent, for losses at the distributing stations,
the total percentage loss rises to 18.35. On
that basis it will be noted that the saving on
freight would not be sufficient to pay interest
on the money involved in the erection of the
necessary line to transmit current from Collie
to Perth. For these reasons the hon, mem-
ber, in my opinion, has not justified the
expenditure which would be involved, and a
considerable amount would be necessary to
inquire by Royal Conmmission into the work-
ing of the Perth Station with a view to gen-
erating current elsewhere. Because of these
facts and the reasons put forward by Mr.
Lovekin, I do not feel disposed to support
tho motion.-

Hon. .1. WV. EWING (South-lVcst, in,
reply) [9.3l] : 1 nuit someowhat disap-
pointed at the receptioai given to this
sinipl- motion. I have no real fault
to find withi the generosity of the speakers
as to the manner in which the umotion
was brought forward and the value to
the State of discussing such a motion, but
by the Leader of the House and almost every
memtber who has spoken, I have been in-
foryted that the time is inopportune, and that
if I lived for another 20 years. it was highly
improbable that I would see attained the end
I bare in view. It seems to me a simple
thing that I am asking the Government to
take in band, but from the speeches I have
listened to, which have been able and inter-
esting, I am inclined to think that members
have over-stated the case as -regards the ex-
penditure. The small expenditure I ask the
Government to incur is fully justified by the
far-ts which have been placed before the
Mouse. M.Nembers are quite willing at any
time, and on almost any pretext, to grant
the Government the right to expend money
to inquire into matters which will he of ad-
vantage to the industrial life of the State or
of adlvantage to Western Australia. In con-
njection with this matter, which has been ad-
mitted by every speaker from the 'Minister
downwards to be of the greatest importance
to the State, I am inclined to think that,
'wheni the division is taken, I shall find my-
self in a hopeless minority. If thought
menmbers were favoiurable to having the full-
est inquiry made, I wonld not delay the
H'ouise at this stage, hut I intend to try
even at the Inst moment, to change the minds
of some members, and give them an oppor-
tunity to be a little more generous towards
my motion and to consider the matter fur-
ther before casting their votes. Mr. Harris
has stated that at the Perth station the
Government have a long way to go before

they overtake the demand, but he also
admitted that to carry on for the next
four, five or seven years, a further capital
expenditure of £180,000 would have to be
made on the Perth station. Now I ask mem-
bers to think of this. A further expenditure
of nearly £200,000 will be required, and the
money, I believe, is provided for, in order
to supply current to Perth and districts with-
in a five-mile radius of the city. If this is
not sufficient reason for inquiring into the
matter, I do not know what is. Fancy the
expenditure of £:200,000 at a time like this,
wvhen members know perfectly well and have
acknowledged that the time is at hand when
the greater scheme must be considered! The
Ministdr has been most sympathetic regarding
the motion except that he says the time is
not opportune. There we have procrastina-
tion again, putting off from day to day what
it is necessary to do to-day.

Ron. A. Lovekir: I understand they are
confining this to their commitments which
are for economies.

lHon. J. EWING-. But nearly £200,000 is
to be spent on the station in the near future-
to meet the ever-increasing demand for elec-
tricity. Mr. Harris also stated that if he
had any idea that the motion would be car-
ried, hie would move for the addition of a
clause to get inquiry made into the coal
supplies and ascertain whether it would not
he in the best interests of the Government
to get coal mines to supply the coal. 1 do
not think that this proposal will appeal to
members of this Rouse.

Hon. T. Moore: To some of them.
Hon. J. EWING: Bat members must abide

by the decision of the majority. I am satis-
fied that under such a proposal the coal
would cost the Government half as much
again as it is costing thenm at present.

Ron. T. Moore: Oh, no.
Hon. J. EWING: Mfr. Harris has calcu-

lated that it would cost less to bring the coal
to Perth than to pay interest and sinking
fund on a big scheme. In his calculation he
did not take into consideration the waste
cool amounting to 10 to 15 per reaL. which
could hie utiliseud in a scheme at Collie. All
members are indebted to 'Mr. Lovekin for his
re-marks on this motion.

H~on. E. H. Harris: You have not iadicated
that you would sell the waste coal at a
cheaper rate.

Uin. J, EWING: The price is absolutely
ruled by the rate of wages. I say unhesitat-
ingly that the Government have adopted a
wrong policy with regard to the railway,% and
the coal supply for electrical works, as a re-
sult of which they are actually charging the
tramways 1.24d. per unit for power, the hitzh-
est rate T suppose in any part of the world.
When the Government seriously consider the
Position they will no doubt find it advisable to
reduce the freight to a minimum. Mfr. Love-
kin has pointed out that in Canada electricity
is supplied in belk at %d.A per unit. This in
exactly what I am driving at. If this big
scheme were inquired into at an early date,

1416



[25 OCTOBER, 1921.1 11

the Government would see the necessity for
taking it in hand in order to make available
bulk supplies at less than /d. per unit.

Hon. A. Lovekini -Not in Perth f or 50
years.

Hon. J,. EWING: T think it might be done,
One would think that I was asking the Gov-
ermnent to expend £200,000 or £-300,000. I say
without fear of contradiction that this inquiry
would nut cost £1.,500. Later onl . will justify
this remark. Mr. Lovekia stated distinctly
that lie is not prepared to vote for this mnotion
because it is lpremlature, and that I shall be
a very old miua before I see the scheme carried
to fruition. In other parts of the world, he
stated, electricity is being generated from
coal and by Itydro-electrie power at a very
low rate. 1. wish to reply to what hke said
regarding the 40-cyele periodicity of the
Perth plant. It is well known to people in
Perth and to engineers that what was dlone
in connection with the equipping of the Perth
station was absolutely ajalust the best in-
te-ests of Western Australia, The bon. mem-
ber has inferred that some party purchased
this plant end simply palmed it off onl to us
iii order that they themselves might get a 60-
cycle plaint. If this sort of thing has gone
onl in connection with the present power
house, should not it he inquired intol Surely
we should inquire how these things came to
be dlone, and how Western Australia was
taken in. We want a plant of 60-cycle
periodicity, and we want to know who was
responsible for the instalment of the 40-cycle
plant.

IRon. A. Lovekin: 'It is on the file.
Hon. J. EWING: Then let us have the in-

qutiry and ascertaia the reason for an inferior
plant being palmed off on to 'Western Aus-
tralia and ]ot those who were responsible suf-
for for it. The hion. member spoke of hydro-
electric scemies, and pointed out that in his
opinion it was not feasible to generate elec-
tricity on the Collie River. 1 do not know
that his opinion is one on which we can alto-
gether rely. The hon. member said that
Niagara, a great source or hydro-electric sup-
ply, falls ant enormous distance and that the
power is there, and hae stated that in the Collie
and the flat country of Western Australia
such conditions did not prevail. T do not
profess to be able to say whether he is right
or wrong, but this is an important reason for
holding an inquiry. I believe that members
will yet change their niinds before the divi-
sion is taken. Lots of people, including en-
gineers in this State, especially in the South-
West, arc wrriting and talking of the wonder-
ful supply of water in the Collie River, and
they have figured out that there is sufficient
water every day of the year to generate elec-
tricity for the whole of Western Australia.

Hon. A. Lovekin:. How many million gal-
Ions?

Hont. . EWING: Y do nut know. [ am
inclined to agree with the lion. member that
it is miot possible to genierate by a hydro-

electric system sufficient electricity for the
whole State, but the question is nworth in-
quiring into. Not only would the inquiry
cover electricity, but it would show the availa-
bility of water to irrigate all the beautiful
land in and around that district. It is a
well-known fact that the Collie River cam
easily be damned to give seven times the
VOrLume Of water impounded in the Mundariag
schIemne, and surely it would be worth demion-
stmating that, if the generation of electricity
for supplying Perth and Bunb~ury is imiprac-
ticahle, a wonderful work could be done 'with,
irrigation. That land will smiile again, if
water is mnade available at the right time of
the year. I have asked members to support
this motion. Surply when we arc trying to
populate our lands, we should' inquire into
this important question to ascertain whether
we can not only generate electricity there, but
make available sufficient water for irrigation
to supply a prosperous and flourishing com-
nmunity, I do not know that I need say any-
thing further regarding Mfr. Lovekin's re-
marks. I have to thank himt for placing so
much information before the House. Al-
though he does not at present seem disposed
to support my motion, I feel satisfied that
when he realises how important the matter is
and how little expenditure will he involved
he will, like a good many people, gain a good
deal by changing his opinion at the last mo-
ment. A lot of valuable inforumation was
given by Mr. Stewart, but he, like other
members, thinks the motion is premature.
Ho said I was a few -years ahead of
the time; that I wanted to do to-day what
could be done in seven or eight years' time.
There is no timne like the present. I am sure
hon. menlbers must recognise that any matter
of such importance as this deserves their con-
sideration and that of the Government. Last
y-ear, u-len I moved a motion on this subject,
it was not considered to any great extent;
at the last nmoment the Minister asked me to
withdraw it. This year, I am pleased to say,
a great dleal more interest has been taken in
the matter. The Minister himself has dealt
very fully with 'this great question. Mr.
Stewart emphasised the hydro-electrie
phase of the question, and said that if
an inury uas held it would be neces-
sary to have a hydra-electric engineer. That
u-as my proposal. Before I conclude, Y shall
he- able to show the Government how they can
secure the services of a first-class hydro-elec-
tric engineer who is in Australia at the pre-
sent time. 'Mr. Stewart went on to deal with
many matters which are most interesting to
ffie. He mentioned that in Italy, in the Val
(lArno, Tuscany, 4,300 H.T.U. were being
generated from coal in its natural1 state, and
5,400 B.T.1J. from coal in a dried state. As
against those figures, Collie coal in a
natural state yields 10,500 B.T.U., and
Jil,309 B.T.U. in the dried state. 'Promn
these figures it is apparent what a
superior article we have in our Collie coal.
Not only are the Italians generating elee-
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tricity there, but they are applying that
electricity to iron and steel works. If that
is being done in Italy, it can be done here.
We speak of our manganese deposits, and our
iron deposits at Yamnpi Sound. Surely it is
within the range of puractical polities to
bring those deposits together with coal, and
produce at, say Burbary, or seine other
suitable place, the steel that is required in
Western Australia. I repeat, if those things
tan be done- in Italy, they can be done in
Western Australia; and the steel question is
intended to form part of the inquiry for
which I ask the Leader of the House to ask
the Government to supply the necessary funds.
Mr. Stewart is a practical man, of course;
and he has said distinctly that the motion re-
quires the greatest attention that can be
given to it, and that perhaps in a few years,
time we might be able to get an inquiry of
this kind. Just like the others, the hon. mem-
ber suggests putting off the inquiry for a
year or two. I am going to ask hon. members
to vote in favour of an, immediate in-
quiry. The Minister, in speaking to the
question, said the inquiry would serve
no useful purpose, and therefore he
asked members to vote against the
motion. The Minister is the most gener-
on of men, and in view of his observations
of a few years ago on this particular question
I feel sure that, although he has asked mem-
bers not to vote for my motion, he will not
be very sorry if it is carried. I feel that to
be the case because the Minister was a very
severe critic in 1915 of the policy with which
Merz & McLellan were associated. I am not
able to put up such a ease as be puts up, but
I acknowledge that in opposing me he has
done it in the most generous manner possible.
He is in a difficult position, having to justify
his Government in the action they are taking
on this question. I want hon. members to
bear in mind that there arc two agreements
in existence. I want to get at the bottom ot
those agreements and see how we can rectify
the position. The prices at which electricity
is being sold by the Government to the Perth
City Council and the Fremintle Municipal
Council represent a most serious loss, and
this loss must go on as long as fuel supplies
continue to cost what they are now costing.
I feel bound to say the coal owners are mak-
ing no undue profits. Unless the Government
can reduce the cost of coal by a reduction of
railway freights and reduction of wages, the
position cannot be improved. Suppose the
Goverrnent say, "We cannot reduce railway
freights,'' and the miners say, '"It is not
possble for us to accept lesser wages''; then
the price of coal must indefinitely remain as
it is to-day. Mr. Harris suggested that the
Government should open a State coal mine.
I believe we have been trying here all this
session to put an end to the State trading
concerns. I have said on all occasions that 1
amn utterly opposed to State enterprise. I am
willing that my motion should be amended
eN en at this late stage, so as to have an in-
quiry into the fuel aspect of the question.

Such an inquiry would show the position to
be as I have stated.

lion. T. Moore: Would not a State coal
mine improve the position?

Ron. J. EWING: Coal from State-
owned mnines invariably cost a great deal more
than coal from privately-owned mines. Hon.
tuembers have got to consider this 50 years'
contract. Mr. Lovektin, speaking to-night,
said that the Minister in replying to certain
remarks had said that the purchase of the
trains by the Goy ernment made it necessary
that some sort of compensation should be
given the Perth City Council, and that the
electricity agreement having been made, it re-
presented a compensation.

The Minister for Education: That was not
the intention, however.

H n. T. EWING: No. The Minist' in ef-
fect said that the electricity agreement, hav-
ing been made, might be regarded as in
the nature of compensation. It is no use
beating about the bush: things are not as
they should be in the Perth electric power
house. If we let the power house go on for
another two years without inquiry, the posi-
tion will be serious. Similarly we cannot
allow the action of the Perth City Council
in charging such an exorbitant price for
electric lighting to go on without inquiry.
One hon. member said that the price was
two or three times too high. But what is
the use of that statement being made if
hon. members are not given an opportunity
of inquiring into the matter? I fail to un-derstand the attitude of hon. members. The
Minister has said many things on this sub-
ject, and one of the most important was
that the demand for current at the present
time did not justify any really large scheme.
I take that to be the attitude of the Gov-
ernent. Mr. Lovekin said to-night that
even if we were supplying 70 million units
per annum it would not be necessary to have
a big scheme. The Minister himself pointed
out that while in 1918 we sold 9Y4 million
units, in 1921 the sales had risen to 22%
million units, an increase in four years of
13 million units. If that rate of increase in
in consumption continues, then in five years'
time we shall be supplying in and around the
city of Perth 60 million units per annmum.
The scheme I an, advocating does not suggest
that electricity should be generated at Ger-
aldton or at Collie, or at any other particular
place. The figures I have quoted to-night
as obtaining in Italy must appeal to the bon.
member in whose district Geraldton is sit-
noted, seeing that there is coal in that
district. The Italians are making use of
their coal and electrifying all sorts of things,
and surely there must be some sort of use
for our coal. Five years represent a very
short period, and it will take us about 12
months to make the inquiry. Time is going
on, and this large expenditure is being in-
curred at the Perth power house. We want
to stop that expenditure, and I consider that
the Government would be justified in having
it stopped until inquiry is made as to whether
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the project is wise or unwise. We have no
electrical experts in this House; we seem
to have few of them in Western Australia.
I do not want Mr. Taylor to advise on his
own work. There is no use in appealing
from Mr. Taylor to Mr. Taylor. We want
somebody to see what Mr. Taylor is doing.
I have no doubt that Mr. Taylor is a very
clever and able man, but we want to make
sure that be is Dot perhaps obsessed with
the position as obtaining in Perth, and going
to build up here at enormous cost large elec-
trical works which2 when the time comes,
wilt prove disadvantageous in -respect of the
development of industries. It is no use pro-
crastinating and letting things just go on
as they are going now. The Minister said
that in his opinion it would be necessary
for the Royal Commissioners to travel all
over Australia practically. The hon. gentle-
man even hinted that the Commissioners
might find it necessary to visit other parts
of the world-to see what is being done in
Morwell, in Tasmania, New South Wales, and
elsewhere, That would be a very consider-
able itinerary, and such a proposition strikes
me as untenable. I would not feel justified
in standing up and asking for a Commission
with euch a scope. I know that is not noces-
sary. We have at the present time in Aus-
tralia a hydro-electrical engineer who has
just returned from the Old Country and
America. He is connected with the firm of
Sir W. C. Armstrong & Co.

Hon- E. H. Harris: What is his name?
Hon. J1. EWING: I do not know his name,

but I know that be baa just rturned fronm those
places and has opened an office in Sydney. I
know also that he has obtained contracts in
Sydney for hydro-elactrical works. He is
available to us, and I am informed by a gen-
tlenman living in the South-West that he can
come here nt any time, and this without great
cost to the Government. We should require
on the Comimission also an engineer who has
studied the Collie coal question, and we
should require a good cominercial man. I do
not think such a Commission would take
more than six months to furnish the Govern-
ment with a very illuminating report. And
what would be the COWt Not £1,500. If
the Government are prepared to take the
matter up and expend, say, a maximum of a
couple of thousand pounds, hon. members will
be enabled to know the position. They will
be enabled to form an opinion as to whether
it is worth while to go on. with the Perth
electrical works, whether another £200,000
should be expended in that quarter, or
whether a hydro-electrical scheme should
be established, or whether electricity
shoutl be obtained from the abundant
supplies of coal at Collie and else-
where in the State. I do hope that, when
the division is taken, hon. members will bear
in mind the magnitude of this question. I
may not have been able to place the position
before them in such a way as to nppea to
them, hut I have the satisfaction of know-

ing that every member who has spoken on
the motion has acknowledged the necessity
for the discussion, and has expressed appre-
ciation of the opportunity afforded by the
motion. In the end, however, they say that
we must wait another seven or 10 years
before having the matter dealt with.
I desire to draw the attention of hon. mem-
bers to an important statement made by Sir
Edgeworth Dav-id. Professor David is one
of thle leading authorities in the world on
geology, electricity, and other scientific mat-
teys, and we know what marvellous work he
did during the period of the war. He never
makes a statement unless he is perfectly satis-
fled that it is correct. I1 ant going to read
what he said before he left Western Aus-
trali. I was at Fort Augusta. when he was
on his way through to Melbourne.

Hon. T. Moore: Was that before he made
the statement?

Hon. S. EWING: No, afterwards. Natur-
ally I asked him what he thought of the
Collie coalfields and be replied, "You do not
know what you have in the way of wealth in
'the Collie coalfields, and the people sad the
Government of Western Australia are not de-
veloping that coalfield in the manner that
they should be doing." The professor dealt
at some length with the Collie coalfields in
the statement he made to the Press, and he
referred to the possibility of supplying elec-
tric, power to Perth and the South-West. I
have not once mentioned the very important
point of supplying the South-West with CUr-
rent. If this were done as part of the Comle
scheme, it would add considerably to the im-
portance of that part of the State. Hon.
memnbers know how the possibilities of
that part of the State could be de-
veloped with the aid of cheap power.
The professor in the statement he made to
the Press, after dealing with the Collie coal-
field and the possibility of generating there
electric power for Perth and the South-West,
made use of these words-

The coal is low in ash, the percentage
being only from ahout 2 to 8 per cent., but
it contains from 16 up to 22 per cent.
of water. Bef ore actually inspecting this
field I wvas under the impression that the
water ecoltained in the sandstone formed a
very serious obstacle to successful exploita-
tion of the field. 'But I was agreeably sur-
prised to find that the water difficulty was
being quite successfully coped with by
means of suitable electrically-driveni force
pumps. The conditions for mining the coal
nre on the whole very good. While the
mines are damp underfoot for the most
part, this leads to their being f ree from
dust and so prevents any possibility of a
coal-dust explosion, such as that which
recently proved so disastrous at Mount
'Mulligan. They are well ventilated f or the
most part, the roof and floor are good and
the roof, particularly that at the Greta
mine, is specially impervious to water. The
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seamis dip at a convenient angle to work in,
being inclined at tile rate of about I in 10.
When just after the armistice I visited the
vast brown coal mines of Rhineland, to the
west of Cologne, I found the Germans work-
ing onl brown coal with not less than 50 to
60 per cent. of water in it--

Hon. nmembers will bear that in mind.
-and( utilising these mines as centres
for generating a vast amlount of electrical
energy for distribution for power purposes
and for lighting over a radius of 50 wiles
around the field. At one mine alone-the
]'ortona, eight miles west of Cologne I
saw there was an output of sonic 30,0000
tons ot brown coal daily, and a consider-
able proportion of this was burned locally
in furnaces for generating 120,000 continu-
ouis kilowatts of electrical energy. This
power was tronsniitted to the vast arsenal
and factories at Essen-

This wrill appeal to bon. members.
-and adjacent manufacturing areas, fromi
50 to 60 miles distant. It seems to ine that
the day is probably not far distant when
the Collie coalfield will be a vast centre for
generating electrical energy-

This supports my case wonderfully, and
the w-ords are almost identically those 1 used
when submitting the motion.

-which will be transmitted thence to Perth
and otlher nearer areas in the South-West.
A scheme of this kind on a large scale is
being developed under the able administra-
tion of Sir John Mtonash at the great Mor-
well brown coal field, some 80 miles east
of Melbourne, for transmission of power to
Melbourne. Morwell coal contains double
the amount of moisture of Collie coal. If,
therefore, the Morwell coal can be success-
fully utilised for this purpose, much more
should Collie coal be suitable for such a
purpose.

Ron. .1. W. Mickey: Did the professor
make any reference to the cost of Collie coal
to the State?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not intend to refer
to that subject because I wonId he out of
order in doinig so. I need only remind the
people of the State what they owe to the
Collie coalfields. I do not intend to delay
the House any longer except to express the
hope that the division on this motion will
have a favourable result. The position is
serious for 'Western Australia in that we are
supplying electricity to Perth and Fremnantle
under a contract for a period of 50 years at
great loss. This will continue unless we canl
get cheaper coal. I am not blaming either
the Perth City Council or the Fremiantle Coun-
cil for being able to get their current at
such a low rate. What I do desire is that
electricity should be produced at below three-
farthings per unit. Wfon, members should con-
sider whether the question is worthy of in-
vestigation. T say, let u's have this inquiry,

Question put andi a division taken with the,
following result:-

Ayes .. .- .

N\oes .7 .

Majority against . I

Hon. J. Ewing
Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. G. W. Miles
H-on. E. Rose

Hon. H. P. Colebatch
Hon. V. Hamnersiy
Hon. F, H. Harris
Hon. J. W. Kirwan-

Hon. A. Sanderson
Ron. T. Moore

(Teller.)

S.
Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. C. McKenzie
HOn. H. J. Lynn

(Teller".

Pape

2420
-1

1428
1424
1426
1U27

OS,

'I
Quest ion thuis negatived.

House adjourned at 10.15 p.m.,

Tuesday, 25th October, 1921.

Bills : Land Tax and Income Tax, Council's Amend.
ment ... ... .

State Children Act Amendment, Council's Nca-
88a0........................

Futie Works Committee, Zs.. ....
Dredging Licease 2a. .........

Estimates: Votes and Itemi discusse'd....

The SPEAKER took the Chair a.t -4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,

Council's 'Requested Amendment.

Amendment requested by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of thle Bill.
Clause 5.-Add the following proviso:-

Provided that, in any assessment made under
this clause, a deduction shall be allowed for
interest or other expendliture incurred by the
person in the production of the income de-
rived from dividends.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
the amendment. It is not the practice now
to make such a deduction. Last year we
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